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10660 Page Ave
#4446
Fairfax, VA, 22038 
2026 - 2027 Grant Application

Porto Charities seeks to partner with and financially support schools in the Catholic Diocese of Arlington, Virginia that enroll students with intellectual and developmental disabilities having skills significantly below grade level and/or requiring a combination of social and academic support with a modified curriculum.

Grant Timeline:

· 2026 - 2027 Grant Application released - January 1, 2026
· 2026 - 2027 Grant Application due date - January 31, 2026
· Interviews - February 1 - February 28, 2026
· Grant allocation notices by March 31, 2026

Instructions:

· In addition to completing this application, elementary schools must submit a letter signed by both the pastor and principal discussing the school’s intentions with regard to supporting and growing an inclusive school environment. (See instructions at the end of application.)
· On the high school level, the letter must be signed by both the director of the school’s resource/special education department and the school’s Head of School.
· All applications must be signed with original signatures (print the signature page, sign, scan and include as an attachment)
· Submit completed application, letter, and signature page to grants@portocharities.org. Be sure to save the application using your school’s name.
· After your application is submitted, you will be contacted to schedule your interview time.  


Grant Eligibility Criteria:

The following criteria must be satisfied prior to application for a school to be eligible for a grant:

· The School is a Catholic school within the boundaries of the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia.
· The School is fully accredited and recognized by the Office of Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia.
· The School is accepting student(s) with moderate to severe disabilities who would not be able to attend without additional educational support.
· The School has appropriate educational support for the student(s), has a degreed Special Education teacher on staff or a plan to train, credential and/or license personnel in that position, or is applying for grant funding of such training/credential/license or positions.
· The School can demonstrate the commitment of its Pastor and Principal (Director and Head of School on the high school level) to inclusive education. 
· The School will designate liaisons who will be a point of contact for communication with the school community about events, fundraisers, and general information about Porto Charities and its mission. 
· The School will distribute information to the school and parish community about Porto Charities Awareness Day in October 2026. 
· The School/Parish will provide the opportunity for a representative of Porto Charities to speak annually to its parishioners and/or school community. 
· Designated staff from all grantee schools will be expected to attend training specific to inclusive educational practices. Based on your school’s needs and grant requests, some Partner Schools will have designated personnel attend training regarding the role of paraprofessionals.

Areas Funded

Porto Charities will consider grant requests for the following areas:

· Assistance for faculty/staff salaries such as Para-Educators, Special Education Teachers, Inclusion Coordinators, etc.
· Professional Development related to Inclusive Education

Application Review Process

A Grant Application must satisfy the Grant Eligibility Criteria for the application to be considered. Eligible Applicants will be invited to discuss their application with the Granting Committee at a predetermined date and time. This meeting is mandatory. Each grant meeting will last approximately 20 minutes and will focus on questions from the Granting Committee about the Grant Application. Appointments will be scheduled with preference given in the order applications were received. Grant awards will be determined based on compliance with Eligibility Criteria, need for assistance and the availability of Porto Charities funds.  All grant monies awarded must be used as specified in the grant award letter or returned to Porto Charities. 

Grantees will receive a letter of notification regarding their grant by March 31, 2026. 

Please note that all grant recipients are required to submit a mid-year and a newly established end-of-year report documenting use of grant funds. Any changes in the way grant funds are used that deviate from descriptions outlined in the grant award letter must be immediately reported to the Chief Operating Officer of Porto Charities prior to the funds being spent (kdoherty@portocharities.org). Mid-year report forms will be sent to grant recipients via e-mail by December 1, 2026 and are due via email to grants@portocharities.org by December 31, 2026. End-of-year report forms will be sent to recipients via e-mail by May 1, 2026 and are due via e-mail to grants@portocharities.org by June 1, 2026.
Contact Information

1. Name of School:
2. School address:
3. Principal/Head of School's name:
4. Pastor's name (if applicable):
5. Contact information of the person submitting this application
	Title:
	Phone:
		Email:
6.	Amount requested:

Purpose of Grant

7.	Provide a detailed breakdown of your grant request and specify into which of Porto Charities’ funding areas each request falls. Include specific programs and dollar amounts when applicable. Our funding areas are:

· Assistance for salaries of staff  (Denote title, number of hours, and amount requested)
· Professional Development related to Inclusive Education


	






School Demographics

8. Total school enrollment:
9. Number of students currently enrolled who have an Individualized Catholic Education Program (ICEP) or Individualized Education Program (IEP):
10. Number of students currently enrolled with a Student Assistance Plan (SAP) or 504 Plan:
11. State the diagnosis and grade level of each student with moderate to severe needs who would not be able to attend your school in the 2026-27 school year without additional educational support, funded in part by Porto Charities. State the status of each student by fully completing information in each row. Please do not include student names. To add students, simply push tab at the end of the fourth column to add a new line. See the examples in the table below.							

	Please mark if student is newly enrolled for 2026-2027 School Year
	Grade
	Service Plan Type (ICEP/ISP/ other)
	Diagnosis and designation mild/moderate/severe
	Type of support required (e.g., teacher training, para-educator, 1-1 support for certain subjects, peer support, equipment, etc.)

	Ex: Student 1 
	5
	ICEP
	ID - moderate
	1-1 for reading and math, para educator

	Ex: Student 2 - new
	2
	IEP
	MD/Down Syndrome - severe
	Paraeducator full time, speech and occupational therapy

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	






School Staffing

12. Please provide the following information regarding your school’s current infrastructure.

Total 	School 	Enrollment	# of Students Unable to 	Attend without Porto Charities 	Support*		Total # of 	Students Who 	are on an	Education Plan (ICEP/SAP/ISP/	IEP/504)		# of SPED Teachers		Please only list teachers 	working in that role.	Current # of Paraprofessionals	Ideal # of Paraprofessionals	Total School 	Budget	What percentage of your total budget is allocated for inclusive education?
							


*When calculating the number of students unable to attend without Porto Charities support, please consider the following: 
· Student would not be able to attend your school without support from Porto Charities.
· Student would not be able to be successful in the regular classroom without support from a para-educator. 
· Student would not be able to be successful without support from a special educator.

13. Funds received from other sources to provide Special Education services:  (Please state amounts received from specific grants, school fundraisers, parish grants/fundraisers separate from budget, federal/state funds or other funds received) 


	






School Finances

14. Anticipated base student tuition per student for the 2026 - 2027 academic year:

15. Will families of students receiving resource support be required to pay an additional fee? If so, what is the anticipated amount and how was that amount determined?

	




16. How will the school continue to grow its efforts to include students with disabilities over the next 3-5 years? Does the school address these efforts in its strategic and/or financial plan such that the special education efforts at the school will ultimately be covered fully by the school?


	







[bookmark: _heading=h.kkligbzewfyj]Sustainability

17. Describe your school’s plan for providing quality inclusive education and implementing students’ service plans (e.g. professional development, universal design for learning, class within a class, co-teaching, pull out, push in, etc.). Explain how your school’s plan reflects the Porto Charities mission: to provide an inclusive education to students with intellectual and developmental disabilities having skills significantly below grade level and/or requiring a combination of social and academic support with a modified curriculum.


	




18. Beyond what you are requesting from Porto Charities for 2026 - 2027, are there other resources you plan to employ to make it possible to welcome students with special needs? (E.g. other professional development opportunities, staff training, other developmental or therapeutic specialists, dedicated spaces in your school such as resource or sensory rooms, technology, etc.) How will these resources enhance the quality of education provided? 


	




19. What professional development topics would most benefit your education team? Are these needs reflected in your grant request or will they be addressed in another way?


	




20. What community resources and/or partnerships do you currently utilize or plan to utilize to aid students’ progress and success? Please describe how the partnership is structured. (E.g. your local school district, parish volunteers, high school or college volunteers, seminarians, student teachers, state resources, etc.) 


	




21. Describe the methods currently used or that you plan to use for educating your parish and school community about inclusive education. Please provide specific examples.


	




22. Are you willing to occasionally host visitors (donors, representatives of other schools interested in inclusive education, board members) for short visits to observe inclusive education practices? Please note, adequate notice would be provided and full consideration of school activities would be extended.
	Y / N : ____________







Please attach a letter from the school principal and co-signed by the parish pastor (Director and Head of School on the high school level) indicating the following:
· Support of inclusive Catholic education and commitment to educating the school community on its benefits;
· Willingness to create and sustain a culture of belonging where students with disabilities are welcomed and supported; 
· How special consideration for enrollment is extended to parish families (Catholic families on the high school level); 
· The school has a degreed Special Education teacher on staff or has a plan to ensure that appropriate educational support exists for the identified student(s). 

**The letter should be sent as a second attachment to the email that includes this completed application.
***This signature page should be printed, signed, scanned and returned as an attachment to the school’s email.

The foregoing information is accurate, and I agree to promptly notify Porto Charities of any changes with respect to the information contained herein. I will immediately contact the Porto Charities Chief Operating Officer regarding changes to programming funded with grant money.  I have attached the requested supporting documents.  On behalf of the above referenced school, I agree and understand that this Application must satisfy the Grant Eligibility Criteria in order to be considered.


_______________________________________________________________________________
Principal								Date
_______________________________________________________________________________
Pastor								Date
_______________________________________________________________________________
Special Educator or Participating Staff Member		Date


Grantee schools are expected to identify a person who will serve as an ambassador for Porto Charities. Ideally this would be a parent or caregiver of a student served by your special education program. Our goal is to have a contact who can share information that helps grow awareness about the work and mission of Porto Charities.

23. Ambassador's name:
24. Ambassador's email address:
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